
 
 

 
9 March 2020 
 
Dr. Kevin Smith 
President & CEO  
University Health Network 
 
Dr. Brian D. Hodges 
Chief Medical Officer 
University Health Network 
 
Dr. Amit Oza 
Head of Hematology/Oncology  
University Health Network 
 
Dear Drs. Smith, Hodges and Oza, 
 
We join Drs. Nancy Olivieri and Brenda Gallie to urge you to ensure that they are able to disclose 
to patients at The University Health Network (UHN) the harms identified in the progress of their 
study, approved by UHN Research Ethics Board and published in PLOS One in February 2019 at 
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0211942 
 
We agree with Drs. Gallie and Olivieri that is their duty to inform patients whose clinical harms 
were revealed and exposed as a result of their research, and that UHN has an ethical obligation 
to allow them to do so, as reflected in Canada’s Tri-Council Policy Statement Ethical Conduct for 
Research Involving Humans: https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/policy-politique_tcps2-eptc2_2018.html, 
The Canadian Medical Protective Association guidelines and policy: https://www.cmpa-
acpm.ca/en/advice-publications/browse-articles/2015/disclosing-harm-from-healthcare-
delivery-open-and-honest-communication-with-patients,  The Canadian Patient Safety Institute 
guidelines: 
https://www.patientsafetyinstitute.ca/en/toolsResources/disclosure/Pages/default.aspx, The 
Canadian Medical Association’s Code of Ethics: https://www.cma.ca/cma-code-ethics-and-
professionalism and the guidelines of The Professional Standards Authority: 
https://www.professionalstandards.org.uk/news-and-blog/latest-
news/detail/2019/01/08/telling-patients-the-truth-when-something-has-gone-wrong-how-
have-professional-regulators-encouraged-professionals-to-be-candid-to-patients. 
 
It is essential that UHN act promptly to allow Drs. Olivieri and Gallie to fulfill their professional 
and ethical obligations to the patients consented in their study.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elia Abi-Jaoude, MD, FRCPC, 
Department of Psychiatry,  
The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
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John Abramson, MD, MSc 
Lecturer in Health Care Policy,  
Harvard Medical School, Boston MA 
 
Neil Arya, BASc MD CCFP FCFP D Litt 
Fellow, International Migration Research Centre  
and Balsillie School for International Affairs  
Adjunct Professor, Family Medicine,  
Western University, London, Ontario, Canada 
 
Patricia A. Baird, OC, OBC 
University Killam Distinguished Professor Emerita,  
University of British Columbia, Canada 
  
Sharon Batt, PhD.   
Adjunct Professor, Department of Bioethics  
Dalhousie University, Halifax, N.S., Canada 
Author, Health Advocacy, Inc. 
  
Francoise Baylis, CM, ONS, PhD, FRSC, FCAHS 
University Research Professor,  
Dalhousie University, Halifax, N.S., Canada 
 
R. Warren Bell, BA MDCM CCFP FCFP(LM) 
Past Founding President, Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment 
Rural Preceptor, University of BC, Salmon Arm, BC Canada 
 
Susan Bewley 
Professor Emeritus (Honorary) of Obstetrics & Women's Health,  
Kings College London, UK 
Chair, Healthwatch UK  
 
Pierre Biron, BA, MD MS,  
Honorary Professor, Medical Pharmacology 
Université de Montréal, Québec, Canada  
 
Aubrey Blumsohn, MSc, MBBCh, PhD, MRCPath. Sheffield, UK 
 
Madeline Boscoe, RN, DU 
Member Sex/Gender Methods Group, Cochrane Collaboration 
Executive Director, Marineview Society 
Former member IAB, Gender and Health Institute, CIHR 
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Alain Braillon MD PhD 
Alcohol Treatment Unit.  
University Hospital 
Amiens. France 
 
Gary M. Brittenham, MD   
James A. Wolff Professor of Pediatrics 
Columbia University, Irving Medical Center,  
New York City, USA  
 
James Brophy MD, PhD 
Professor of Medicine & Epidemiology  
McGill University, Montreal, PQ 
 
Alan Cassels,  
Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Human and Social Development 
University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada  
 
Lisa Cosgrove, PhD 
Clinical Psychologist and Professor 
University of Massachusetts, Boston US 
 
Jo Ann Cook MSW 
Former School Social Work Consultant 
Author, Making Healthy Children Sick 
 
Ioana Alina Cristea 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Psychology 
Department of Brain and Behavioral Sciences 
University of Pavia, Italy 
 
Chandler Davis, PhD,  
Professor Emeritus, Mathematics,  
University of Toronto, Canada 
 
Maryanne Demasi, PhD 
Investigative journalist, Sydney, Australia 
Researcher, Nordic Cochrane Centre, Denmark 
 
John E. Dick, PhD, FRS 
Senior Scientist and Canada Research Chair, University Health Network 
Professor, Molecular Genetics,  
University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
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Jocelyn Downie, CM, MLitt, SJD, FRSC, FCAHS 
James S Palmer Chair in Public Policy and Law, Dalhousie University,  
Halifax, NS, Canada 
 
Rebecca Dresser, JD 
Daniel Noyes Kirby Professor of Law Emerita 
Washington University in St Louis, US 
 
Jacalyn Duffin, MD, PhD, FRCPC, FRSC, FCAH 
Professor Emerita, Queen's University 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada  
 
David Egilman MD MPH 
Clinical Professor of Family Medicine  
Alpert School of Medicine Brown University 
President Global Health through Education, Training and Service 
Attleboro Massachusetts, USA  
 
Carl Elliott, MD, PhD.   
Center for Bioethics, University of Minnesota, USA 
 
Jill A. Fisher, PhD 
Associate Professor of Social Medicine 
UNC Center for Bioethics 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA 
 
Giovanni A. Fava, M.D. 
Editor-in-chief, Psychotherapy and Psychosomatics 
Clinical Professor of Psychiatry 
State University of New York at Buffalo, USA 
 
Adriane Fugh-Berman, MD 
Director, PharmedOut, Georgetown University Medical Center 
Professor, Pharmacology and Physiology,  
Department of Family Medicine,  
Georgetown University Medical Center, Georgetown USA 
 
Marc-André Gagnon, PhD 
Associate Professor, School of Public Policy and Administration,  
Carleton University, Ontario, Canada 
 
Janice E. Graham, PhD, FRSC, FCAH 
University Research Professor 
Dalhousie University, Halifax, NS, Canada 
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William C. Graham, PhD.  
Professor Emeritus, University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Former President, University of Toronto Faculty Association  
Former President, Ontario Confederation of University Faculty Associations Former National 
President, Canadian Association of University Teachers 
Victoria, BC Canada  
 
Peter C Gøtzsche 
Professor and Director, Institute for Scientific Freedom 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
 
Professor Paul Hamel 
Department of Laboratory Medicine & Pathobiology 
Faculty of Medicine 
University of Toronto 
 
Dale Hammerschmidt 
Emeritus Professor of Medicine (Hematology),  
University of Minnesota, USA 
 
David Healy MD, FRCPsych   
Professor of Psychiatry,  
Bangor University, Wales, UK 
 
Dr. Iona Heath, CBE, FRCGP  
Retired general practitioner,  
Former President,  
United Kingdom Royal College of General Practitioners, UK 
 
Philip C Hébert BA PhD MD FCFPC 
Professor Emeritus 
Family Medicine 
University of Toronto, Canada 
 
Matthew Herder, JSM LLM 
Director, Health Law Institute 
Associate Professor, Department of Pharmacology  
Faculties of Medicine and Law, Dalhousie University, Canada 
 
Amar Jesani, MD 
Independent Researcher and Teacher, 
Co founder Forum for Medical Ethics Society  
Editor in Chief, Indian Journal of Medical Ethics 
Ethics Centre, Yenepoya University, Mangalore, India 
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Kenneth C Johnson, PhD 
Adjunct Professor, School of Epidemiology and Public Health 
Department of Medicine, University of Ottawa, Canada 
 
Prof Jon Jureidini, MBBS, PhD 
Child psychiatrist,  
Research Leader, Critical and Ethical Mental Health Research Group,  
Robinson Research Institute, University of Adelaide, Australia 
 
Chris Kaposy, PhD  
Associate Professor of Bioethics  
Memorial University Centre for Bioethics, Faculty of Medicine,  
Memorial University, St. John’s  
Newfoundland, Canada 
 
Nancy M. P. King, JD 
Professor, Department of Social Sciences & Health Policy  
and Wake Forest Institute for Regenerative Medicine, Wake Forest School of Medicine 
Co-Director, Center for Bioethics, Health, & Society and Graduate Program in Bioethics, 
Wake Forest University, USA 
 
Sheldon Krimsky, PhD 
Lenore Stern Professor of Humanities & Social Science, 
Adjunct Professor of Public Health & Community Medicine, 
Tufts University, Boston USA 
 
Richard Borshay Lee, 
PhD, FRSC, OC 
University Professor Emeritus,  
University of Toronto  
  
Trudo Lemmens, LicJur, LLM Bioethics, DCL 
Professor and Scholl Chair in Health Law and Policy,  
Faculty of Law, University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
 
Jeanne Lenzer,  
Independent medical investigative journalist,  
Contributor, The Britsh Medical Journal 
  
Joel Lexchin, MD 
Emergency Department,  
University Health Network, Toronto, Canada 
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Ruth Macklin, PhD 
Distinguished University Professor Emerita 
Department of Epidemiology & Population Health 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY USA 
 
Dee Mangin, MBChB, DPH 
Professor and Associate Chair and Director, Research 
David Braley & Nancy Gordon Chair in Family Medicine 
David Braley Health Sciences Centre 
McMaster University, Hamilton, Canada 
 
Jon F. Merz, MBA, JD, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Department of Medical Ethics & Health Policy 
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA, USA 
 
Michael McDonald 
Professor Emeritus of Applied Ethics 
W. Maurice Young Centre for Applied Ethics 
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada 
 
Leemon B. McHenry, PhD 
California State University, Northridge, USA 
 
David B Menkes, MD PhD FRANZCP 
Associate Professor of Psychiatry 
Peter Rothwell Academic Centre 
Waikato Clinical Campus, University of Auckland 
Private Bag 3200, Hamilton 3240, New Zealand 
 
David Misselbrook MB BS MSc MA FRCGP DPMSA 
Associate Professor of Family Medicine 
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland Bahrain 
  
Barbara Mintzes, PhD 
Associate Professor, The University of Sydney Charles Perkins Centre and School of Pharmacy,  
Faculty of Medicine and Health, Sydney, Australia  
Affiliate Associate Professor,  
School of Population and Public Health,  
University of British Columbia, Canada 
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Florian Naudet, MD, PhD,  
Professor of Therapeutics  
University of Rennes 1, Rennes, France 
Clinical Investigation Center (INSERM 1414) and Adult Psychiatry 
 
Rupa Patel, MD, CCFP, FCFP 
Kingston Community Health Centre 
Assistant Professor, Department of Family Medicine and Director, Women’s Health Program 
Queens University  
 
Allyson Pollock 
Professor of Public Health 
Co-Director of Centre of Regulatory Sciences  
Institute of Population Health Sciences   
Newcastle University, UK  
 
Robert A. Phillips, PhD 
Professor Emeritus, Department of Medical Biophysics,  
University of Toronto, Canada 
 
Geneviève Rail, Ph.D., Professor Emerita 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute 
Concordia University, Montreal, Canada  
 
Melissa Raven, MPsych(Clin), MMedSc(ClinEpid), PhD 
Psychiatric epidemiologist and policy analyst 
Postdoctoral Fellow Critical and Ethical Mental Health research group  
Robinson Research Institute, Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences 
University of Adelaide, Australia 
 
David Rees, MA MBBS FRCP FRCPath FRCPCH 
Consultant Haematologist,  
King’s College Hospital, London, UK 
 
Wendy Rogers, BM.BS, BA Hons, PhD, MRCGP, FRACGP 
Professor of Clinical Ethics,  
Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia 
 
Prof. H.G. Rosenberg, Ph.D. 
Emerita, Health and Society Program 
Department of Social Science 
Faculty of Liberal Arts & Professional Studies 
York University Toronto Canada 
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Joseph S. Ross, MD, MHS 
Professor of Medicine and Public Health 
Yale University 
  
Ted Schrecker 
Professor, Global Health Policy, Institute of Health and Society,  
Newcastle University, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK 
 
Udo Schuklenk, PhD  
Professor of Philosophy and Ontario Research Chair in Bioethics 
Joint Editor-in-Chief Bioethics & Developing World Bioethics 
Department of Philosophy Queen's University 
Kingston, Ontario, Canada 
 
Lois Shepherd, J.D. 
Wallenborn Professor of Biomedical Ethics 
Professor of Law, Professor of Public Health Sciences 
Co-director, Studies in Reproductive Ethics and Justice 
Center for Biomedical Ethics and Humanities,  
University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA  
 
Sergio Sismondo, PhD 
Department of Philosophy,  
Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario, Canada  
 
Glen Spielmans, Ph.D. 
Professor, Department of Psychology 
Metropolitan State University 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, USA  
 
Dr. R. Anne Springer, PhD, MN(APN), BScN, RN (CNS) 
Assistant Professor, College of Nursing, 
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK, Canada 
 
Jacob Stegenga 
Reader in Philosophy of Science 
Department of History and Philosophy of Science 
University of Cambridge, UK 
  
Jacques Thivierge, MD,  
Child psychiatrist 
Laval University, Québec, Canada  
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Jon H. Thompson, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 
University of New Brunswick 
Fredericton, NB, Canada 
 
Hazel Thornton, Hon. DSc. (Leicester)  
Independent Citizen Advocate for Quality in Research and Healthcare 
Honorary Visiting Fellow, Department of Health Sciences,  
University of Leicester, UK 
 
Leigh Turner, PhD 
Associate Professor 
University of Minnesota Center for Bioethics 
Minneapolis, MN, USA 
 
James Turk, PhD 
Director, Centre for Free Expression  
Distinguished Visiting Scholar 
Ryerson University, Toronto, Canada 
 
Frank Wagner, MA, MHSc. 
Bioethicist, Ontario Shores Centre for Mental Health Sciences 
Member, Joint Centre for Bioethics, University of Toronto 
Assistant Professor, Dept.of Family and Community Medicine 
Assistant Professor, Dalla Lana School of Public Health 
 
Charles Weijer, PhD, 
Professor, Philosophy, Medicine and Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
Western University, London, Ontario, Canada 
 
Robert Whitaker, President, Mad in America Foundation  
 
Dr. Peter Wilmshurst, MD  
Consultant Cardiologist,  
Royal Stoke University Hospital, UK 
 
Rob Wipond, Independent health researcher and journalist 
 
Kim Witczak, Drug Safety Advocate 
Woodymatters 
Minneapolis, MN  
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James M. Wright, MD, PhD, FRCP(C) 
Co-Managing Director, Therapeutics Initiative,  
Coordinating Editor, Cochrane Hypertension Group 
Professor, Anesthesiology, Pharmacology & Therapeutics, and Medicine 
UBC, Canada 
 
Terence Young 
Chair, Drug Safety Canada 
Conceived and charted, through Parliament in 2014, Vanessa’s Law:  
Protecting Canadians from Unsafe Drugs Act  
  
Prof John S Yudkin MD FRCP 
Emeritus Professor of Medicine,  
University College London UK 
 
 
 
 
 


